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We are grateful that you have chosen to participate in the work of MDS.  Rebuilding homes, lives and hope after disasters has its challenges but also many joys.  We pray that you will be stretched but also encouraged as you join the MDS team to share God’s love by being His hands and feet to those affected by disasters.   

Newton is in eastern Texas near the Louisiana boarder 100 miles from the Gulf of Mexico and 75 miles north east of Houston.  Hurricane Rita devastated this area in 2005 with high winds downing many trees and ripping off roofs.  Many people evacuated this area when the storm came through however the majority have returned.  Two years later you won’t find too much visible damage but many families are still removed from their homes.  This area has the lowest per capita income in all of the Texas counties.  The major industry in this area is lumbering due to the abundance of pine forests.  MDS has helped with clean-up directly after the storm and built three houses last winter.  Since learning about additional needs MDS is returning to rebuild several more homes and rehab several damaged houses.  We also have an RV project located at the same location and will be operating simultaneously and in cooperation with the regular Newton project.  

Prior to your arrival, here are a few helpful hints that you should share with your group. If there are any further questions, please contact the Newton project office.
Project Accommodations
For their time of service volunteers will be staying at the East Texas Baptist Encampment (ETBE).  This is a Baptist camp where volunteers will sleep in bunk houses and hotel rooms (for long term volunteers) with showers and restrooms.  The kitchen and dining facilities will be in a separate building adjacent to the bunk houses.
Directions 
ETBE is located 2 and one half miles south of the 190/87 intersection in Newton, TX on Route 87, then about one mile west on FM2939.  It is on the left side of the highway, just past the white fence.
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Bring along your sense of humor, a willingness to learn something new and to meet people you didn't know before. We want you to leave with a satisfaction that you have used your God-given talents and helped some one who had a need. 

Remember that you are a representative of Jesus, the church and MDS. Let your conversation and behavior fit the role of a volunteer ``to be the hands and feet of Jesus to those in need.''
“If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ.”
–1 Peter 4:11
