Unit Reports October 25, 2008

Alabama Unit – Dave Slabuagh

There were several tornadoes in the area; CAM has been active in the state. Those affected have been mostly military and well-insured, so MDS’s services weren’t needed. All-Units meeting theme is “Sowing Seeds of Service” February 13-14 – we hope to see you there!

Illinois Unit – Leonard Kennel

There has been lots of flooding—in Pontiac, there was cleaning out of basements. Bob Weichman got very sick and eventually passed away, causing work in Pontiac to falter. A tornado caused damage, but it was mostly commercial buildings. Matt Smith went to Hesston College to take the Disaster Management course and then volunteer in Diamond for 10 weeks in the summer. Leonard & Kathy went to projects in New Orleans.

Indiana Unit – Mel Mast, Bill Miller

3 or 4 vanloads of volunteers have gone to LA to projects there. Investigated flooding from Martinsville to Columbus. A long-term recovery committee has been formed from the Nappanee tornado disaster. They had planned on rebuilding a home in Burbon, but the owner has been slow in responding. Work is ongoing in Columbus, IN. Local MDS units have been active in heading up projects so they don’t have to become state projects; they have been partnering with other disaster volunteer organizations. Different levels of MDS

hierarchy have worked well together, especially in the Bean Blossom IL project. 

MS/LA Unit – Ottis Mast

Maintaining the warehouse in Columbus has been a large part of the work, including vehicle maintenance and repair. We have 1308 hours recorded of warehouse/vehicle work. A grant of $15K from Binational was used to buy new tools. There has been damage to various vehicles’ tires, which Ottis believes is due to heat damage. Should we build a shelter to help shield vehicles from the heat? We have a huge amount (more than needed) of hard hats, safety goggles and respirators that have been given to the Region, and they are being given

away as possible. Lester Schrock has been helping with warehouse grounds upkeep. Jim Scott spoke of his time on a project in NW OH. In August ’07 flooding in Findlay was as much as 6’ downtown. He went down to investigate flood damage in Lima/Findlay area. Some Menno churches volunteered with Volunteer Connections, which was much less organized than the usual MDS system. W OH Unit decided to stay working with them. Jim got a group from IN to help rebuild a garage and finish trim work in an old project from the previous year. VC volunteers build the new garage poorly, which had to be torn down and

rebuilt by MDS personnel. He reminded people of getting job cards signed

for situations like this.
